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PresentationPresentation

•• population ageing snapshot population ageing snapshot 
•• myths myths vsvs truths truths 
•• international plans and their roleinternational plans and their role
•• meaningful voicesmeaningful voices

‘‘Adjusting the LensAdjusting the Lens’’



Population Ageing Population Ageing 
SnapshotSnapshot



World Population Ageing 
2000 - 50

17.0 17.0 –– 10.010.017 17 –– 30y30y2.1 2.1 ↑↑52 52 –– 69y69yNigeria Nigeria 

12.4 12.4 -- 4.44.420 20 –– 38y38y2.72.7↑↑64 64 –– 75y75yIndia India 

17.6 17.6 -- 151518 18 –– 24y24y1.4 1.4 ↑↑43 43 –– 67y67yEthiopiaEthiopia

5.4 5.4 –– 2.42.437 37 –– 44y44y1.8 1.8 ↑↑79 79 –– 83y83yCanadaCanada

12.9 12.9 –– 3.53.526 26 –– 38y38y3.0 3.0 ↑↑68 68 –– 77y77yBrazilBrazil

5.5 5.5 –– 2.72.735 35 –– 42y42y1.7 1.7 ↑↑79 79 –– 83y83yAustraliaAustralia

Support Support 
ratioratio

Med. ageMed. age60yrs +60yrs +Life ExpLife Exp



Poverty / Financial ProtectionPoverty / Financial Protection
Discrimination and AgeismDiscrimination and Ageism
Abuse and NeglectAbuse and Neglect
Health and Well BeingHealth and Well Being
GenderGender

Some Key (Ageing) IssuesSome Key (Ageing) Issues



Double and Triple Double and Triple 
JeopardyJeopardy



Recognition  Recognition  
of their healthof their health

DiscriminationDiscrimination
-- DirectDirect

-- IndirectIndirect

Limited ResearchLimited Research

Policy ~ Research Policy ~ Research 
TensionTension

Social Social 
isolationisolation

AccessAccess

Education of Education of 
health health 

professionalsprofessionals

DisconnectionDisconnection
InvolvementInvolvement



A. Living ArrangementsA. Living Arrangements
-- up to 75% up to 75% vsvs less than 33% (alone)less than 33% (alone)

B. ChildrenB. Children
-- 90% 90% vsvs 20% agreement (no children) 20% agreement (no children) 

C. AgeingC. Ageing
-- 80% 80% vsvs less than 40% (as a single less than 40% (as a single 
person)person)

LGBT LGBT -- Beyond the statisticsBeyond the statistics



•• SeniorsSeniors
•• TheThe ElderlyElderly
•• OldiesOldies
•• FrailFrail peoplepeople
•• EldersElders
•• RetireesRetirees

•• ‘‘Bed blockersBed blockers’’
•• Old (Old (erer) people) people
•• Vulnerable peopleVulnerable people
•• Older adultsOlder adults
•• Mature adultsMature adults
•• 64 pluses64 pluses

Language and the effect on Language and the effect on 
Policy DevelopmentPolicy Development



•• HomeosexualHomeosexual Law Law 
ReformReform ActAct 19671967

•• Section 28 of Section 28 of thethe Local Local 
GovtGovt ActAct 19881988

•• 1994 1994 –– Age of consentAge of consent
•• Human Rights Act Human Rights Act 

19981998

•• Parliament Act 2000Parliament Act 2000
•• European Framework European Framework 

Directive (2000)Directive (2000)
•• Towards equality and Towards equality and 

diversity (2001)diversity (2001)
•• Supporting inclusive Supporting inclusive 

communities (2001)communities (2001)
•• Civil Partnerships Bill Civil Partnerships Bill 

(2002)(2002)

Public Policy demonstrating Public Policy demonstrating 
changing attitudeschanging attitudes



"shall upon any pretence whatsoever, "shall upon any pretence whatsoever, 
conceal, harbour, entertain, or confine, in conceal, harbour, entertain, or confine, in 
any house or place, kept for the reception any house or place, kept for the reception 
of lunatics, more than one lunatic at any of lunatics, more than one lunatic at any 
time", without a licence for that purpose time", without a licence for that purpose 
((Chancery lunaticsChancery lunatics excepted) was, "for excepted) was, "for 
every such offence" to "forfeit and pay" every such offence" to "forfeit and pay" 
££500. 500. 

1774 MADHOUSE ACT1774 MADHOUSE ACT



•• OUTHOUSE OUTHOUSE 
(Nottingham, 1999)(Nottingham, 1999)

•• LaGaLaGa ((WalthamWaltham))
•• GLC Network GLC Network 

((AlzheimerAlzheimer’’s s Society)Society)
•• Older lesbian and gay Older lesbian and gay 

men forummen forum

•• CarersCarers of people withof people with

Good practice examplesGood practice examples



International ContextInternational Context



International Frameworks

Determinants of 
Active Ageing

UN Millenium 
Development Goals

Priorities of the 
MIPAA

Physical Environment

Social  Determinants

Economic

Economic Determinants

Health & Social Services

Personal Determinants

Behavioral Determinants

I. Older Persons and 
Development

II. Advancing Health 
and Well Being into 

Old Age

III. Ensuring Enabling 
and Supportive 
Environments

1. Eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal 
primary education

3. Gender equality and 
empower women

4. Reduce child mortality
5. Improve maternal 

health 
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, 

malaria and other 
diseases 

7. Ensure environmental 
sustainability 

8. Develop a global 
partnership for 
development



United Nations
Principles of 

Older PersonsSelf-
Fulfillment

Independence

Dignity Care

Participation

Rights, Inclusion and Enabling 
Environments



Madrid International Plan of Action on 
Mainstreaming

•• Global agendas Global agendas 
•• Equitable approach to policy integrationEquitable approach to policy integration
•• Linking ageing to other frameworks for Linking ageing to other frameworks for 

social and economic development and social and economic development and 
human rights human rights 

•• Recognition of ability of older persons Recognition of ability of older persons 
to contribute to societyto contribute to society



New Zealand:New Zealand:
‘‘Positive Ageing StrategyPositive Ageing Strategy’’ (2001) focuses (2001) focuses 
on on ………… the opportunity the opportunity ‘‘to age in placeto age in place’’, , 
nonnon--discrimination of rural communities,discrimination of rural communities,
elimination of ageism in employment, elimination of ageism in employment, 
attitude change, and opportunities for attitude change, and opportunities for 
participation concerning older persons. participation concerning older persons. 

Mainstreaming Practices



““Healthy Ageing is an Individual and Healthy Ageing is an Individual and 
Public Health MatterPublic Health Matter”” (Butler, 2001)(Butler, 2001)

Healthy Ageing 
as a Global 
Investment

Research is 
Limited

Banking 
Health

10% of 
lifetimes lost 
to disease

Fostering the 
Health and 
Wealth of 
Nations

Life Course 
Approach



Special IssuesSpecial Issues



1.3 Billion People in  Poverty

• 800m people dying of starvation, 
500m are chronically 
malnourished

• 100m people are below the 
poverty line in the industrialised
world

• Of the world’s 23m people with 
HIV/Aids ~ 93% live in developing 
countries



Awakening FearsAwakening Fears

•• Survivors from the holocaust and Survivors from the holocaust and 
genocides pose uncharted challenges genocides pose uncharted challenges 
•• Older people in situations of armed Older people in situations of armed 
conflict conflict –– 2/3 elderly population 2/3 elderly population 
•• Tsunami and other environmental Tsunami and other environmental 
disastersdisasters



• 16 million children under 15 yrs have lost one or 
both parents to HIVAIDS
• In South Africa, Uganda 40% of children  live 
with grandparents, in Zimbabwe is it over 50%
• In sub-Saharan Africa women comprise 57% of 
infected adults

Forgotten PeopleForgotten People



One of the premier One of the premier INGOsINGOs dedicated to dedicated to 
improving the lives of older peopleimproving the lives of older people
We have consultative status at the United We have consultative status at the United 
Nations and its agenciesNations and its agencies
We represent ~45 million older persons We represent ~45 million older persons 
across the world through our membersacross the world through our members

International Federation on International Federation on 
Ageing (IFA)Ageing (IFA)



We work We work withwith, , forfor and and on on 
behalfbehalf of individuals, of individuals, 
NGOs, government, NGOs, government, 
corporate sector at corporate sector at 
different levels and in different levels and in 
different ways.different ways.

What does the IFA do?What does the IFA do?

-- Direct project workDirect project work
-- Vehicle for the collection, aggregation and Vehicle for the collection, aggregation and 

dissemination of informationdissemination of information
-- Building bridges, linking and strengthening Building bridges, linking and strengthening 

stakeholders towards greater dialoguestakeholders towards greater dialogue


